Colchester Men
who fought at

The Battle of Waterloo
18th June 1815
At the time of writing this, we have three men who are known to have fought at the Battle of Waterloo.
Two were born and bred Colchester men and another, a Sussex man who settled and spent most of his life
in Colchester.

JESSE JONES (1788 – 1868)
Jesse Jones was born in Ripe, Sussex, and at the age of 18 (he was actually 17) joined the army as a Private,
rising to the rank of Serjeant, but later to be made a Captain.
He is listed in the medal rolls for the 1st Regiment of Foot Guards, an extract of which are shown below.

He is shown three up from the bottom, of 4th Company, with a check against Barrosa and a note stating
‘This man allowed in the officer’s list’. Note that these Medal Rolls show him as Serjeant Major, not simply
Serjeant.
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The following (date unknown) ‘Return of Officers’ document confirms that our man rose to the rank of
‘Captain and Adjutant or the Essex Militia’ (later to become the Essex Rifles), shown as ‘formerly Serjeant
in 1st Foot Guards’, again mentioning Barrosa, a battle fought on 5th March 1811.

Barossa 1811
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The Waterloo Medal Rolls refer to him as ‘Serjeant Jesse Jones of the Light Company 2nd Battalion
Grenadier Guards under Lieutenant Colonel Pack's Company’.
As to how Jesse moved from Serjeant to Captain, seems
to be explained by a letter to the local press in
Colchester, from his eldest son, many years later and
after Jesse’s death (as is shown below). There, it was
stated that, ‘the first engagement he [Jesse Jones] was
in was the Battle of Barrosa in Spain, on 5th March 1811,
where he was promoted on the field for securing the
colours of his battalion, tattered and torn.
The letter tells us that, afterwards he fought at Badajos:
then at Bergen up Zoom (where he was wounded); and
afterwards at the Siege of Cadiz, which was the fiercest
engagement he was ever in); in various skirmishes in
Holland and Belgium under the late Lord Lyndock; and
finally at Waterloo, when he was knocked down by a
musket shot within an hour of the termination of the
war. After some years he retired from the Guards with a
long distinguished and meritorious service pension, and
was then appointed Captain and Adjutant of the East Essex Militia, which was at that time the only
commission in the services signed by the reigning Sovereign’s own hand and given to an old soldier for
distinguished services.’.
The Statement of Service shown on the following page tells us that he enlisted in Sussex in the First
Regiment of Foot Guards, at the age of 18 years, in January 1804, and for un unlimited period of service.
His colonel was His Royal Highness the Duke of York.
His total period of service 20 years and 294 days, that comprising 2 years and 322 days as a Private, 3 years
and 299 days as a Corporal, 14 years and 38 days as a Serjeant.
Apportioning these service periods to actual dates, we get,
January 1804 plus 2 years 322 days giving us November 1807,
When he gets promoted to Corporal, taking us to:
November 1807, plus 3 years 99 days, giving us February 1811.
When he gets promoted to Serjeant.
That fits fairly well with the family story that he was promoted in the field during the Battle of Barrosa on
5th March 1811. He then went on to serve for 14 years and 38 days as Serjeant.
He was discharged on 12th April 1823 with the rank of Serjeant, in consequence of ‘Rheumatism and being
wounded through the left side at Waterloo’. It states that he had never been court martialled and that his
general conduct was good. The document suggests that he was accorded 2 years of service, referenced
under Waterloo. It also suggests (written in pencil) a further 10 years of (nominal?) service under the rank
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of Serjeant Major. However, we would need expert verification of this latter information to be clear about
what is written. The document also suggests (written in pencil) that he served one of those years underaged.
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There is a date in pencil of 17th September 1804, which could indicate the true start date of service, when
he had attained the age of 18, fixing his birth date as 17th September 1786. He was baptised 21st October
1787, so, indeed, he was 17, not 18 when he enlisted. Did they pay him in full, after discovering his lie? The
document states that they did – but they wouldn’t have known that then, would they?
Upon leaving the Grenadier Guards, he was appointed Captain and Adjutant of the East Essex Militia, as
mentioned previously, and he removed to live in Colchester.
Non-commissioned officers in the infantry were
sergeants and corporals. In addition to the direct
leadership of the rank and file entrusted them, the
commissioned officers happily surrendered the
routine administration of the companies and
regiments to the sergeants. Senior noncommissioned posts, such as colour sergeant,
introduced in 1813, and sergeant major, were strictly
speaking not ranks, but appointments. Appointment
as sergeant major was the capstone of a successful
career as non-commissioned officer, symbolised by
an officer like uniform. Selection for this post was
based on capability as a drill instructor, but to the
same extent also of skills at writing and counting.
About ten percent of officers had first served in the
ranks before being commissioned. Old and
experienced sergeants were often commissioned, in
order to get competent disciplinarians or
administrators. Adjutants were often promoted from
the ranks. Most of them had many years of service
behind them and it was very difficult for them to be
promoted to higher ranks. This seems to agree with
Jesse Jones’ story.
In 1829, he was a member of the 40 Thieves, in
Colchester, an association created to combat crime
in the borough. This would have fitted well with his
job as adjutant in the British Army system. See the
newspaper cutting. Dated 2nd September 1899, here.
Following this heroic period of his life he settled in
Colchester, at some time after 1841, becoming a farmer in Abberton. By 1851, he had, presumably, given
up his military service as he is described as a farmer and with no mention of his military connection. He is
shown in the 1841, 1851 and 1861 censuses, as follows.
The 1841 census for St Botolph, Colchester, shows him, with his wife Mary living in Military Road,
Colchester, he described as ‘Army Captain’, as follows.
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The following newspaper item dated 23rd January 1849, appeared in a Colchester edition.

The 1851 entry (below) notes that he was a farmer of 100 acres, at an address on the Fingringhoe Road in
St Botolph parish.

In 1852, his wife Mary died and he remarried the following year to Rebecca Lee, some 43 years his junior,
as evidenced by the 1861 census.
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There is some element of doubt about his first wife’s identity. We have a Mary Nye and a Mary Beal. The
1851 census tells us that she was born in Ixworth, Suffolk, yet we can find baptisms for neither of them
having been born there (birth certificates did not exist in those days). Also, the children’s birth dates do not
add any further clues, Jesse and Mary Jones being quite common names.
The 1861 entry (below) shows him to be a farmer and notes that he was ‘formerly with the army’.

His family tree, gratefully shared with us by Jesse’s descendant Richenda Naylor, shows us that he was
prolific. He had 12 children by his first wife Mary (née Nye or Beal) and a further 4 by his second wife
Rebecca (née Lee), the last child born in Jesse’s 74th year.
His obituary (as transcribed below) repeated much of what we have already stated.
Essex Standard - 27th November 1868
Death of a Waterloo Veteran – In our obituary we have had to record, at the ripe old age of 81, the
death of Captain Jesse Jones, a name well known and deservedly respected in this town. The
deceased officer entered the army at the early age of 18, and was present with his regiment, the
Grenadier Guards, throughout nearly the whole of the Peninsular Campaign, at the storming of
Bergen-op-Zoom (where he was slightly wounded), at various other engagements, and finally at
Waterloo, where at the latter part of the last day of that ever memorable engagement he was shot
through the breast by a musket ball, and had to be removed from the field of battle. The ball
referred to passed out at his back, and being then well spent lodged in his clothes, where on
undressing the gallant officer it was found, much flattened, and he always felt great pride in
showing it, with other trophies, to his friends. On leaving the Grenadier Guards he was appointed
Adjutant to the East Essex Militia (now the Essex Rifles), and on resigning his commission in which,
the authorities, from regard for his long services, awarded him full pay to the day of his death. He
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was in possession of the Waterloo and long service medals, and several clasps. His remains were
this day interred in the family grave in St Botolph’s Churchyard, in the presence of a great many
spectators and private friends.
But the story doesn’t stop there, for one of Jesse’s sons was destined for great things in Colchester. The
formidable Henry Jones (one of Andrew Phillips’ 10 Great Men of Colchester) became a Colchester
solicitor, was a member of Colchester Council for 13 years, was Town Clerk for three years and was active
in many other areas. Henry would often refer to himself as being the son of a Waterloo veteran. Richenda
Naylor adds:
My line is through George Jesse Jones, brother of Henry. Unfortunately Henry went on to be a
lawyer whereas George Jesse was a bit of a bad boy. Two of George Jesse's sons also join the army.
Octavius Jones had a long career while Henry (my great grandfather) becomes a drummer and was
invalided out after 13 years (with a heart condition).
As far as the rest of Jesse's children go, two sons emigrated to Australia. We know what happens to
one while the other disappears. His elder daughters make good marriages in Colchester and are
linked to the Tetrells and the Priors (of Asher Prior Bates solicitors). Arguably the Priors are more
successful than Henry Jones, but the family seems to have bred far too many lawyers and
barristers!
So far as Jesse is concerned. He was born in Ripe in Sussex. His father was John Jones and mother
Sarah. There are at least three brothers, Thomas, David and Jesse, and three sisters. Jesse joins the
1st Foot. In the records there are also Thomas and David listed and I think it would be reasonable to
assume that all three of them joined up at the same time.
We have a transcript of Jesse's will. In it he refers to a medal from the Battle of Barrosa, and the
musket ball with which he was wounded, both of which are bequeathed. I think he must have been
promoted from the ranks and he becomes a "Chelsea pensioner" and is settled in Colchester in the
1841 census, as we know and becomes Adjutant of the Essex militia. He left an estate of approx.
£3000 which was significant at the time - mostly in trust for his offspring.
On the following pages we include a few newspaper items that add to Jesse’s life story. One of these
mentions how Jesse Jones was added to the committee of a group known as the ’40 Thieves’, a group that
is still, to this day, alive and well, having been continued by the elders of the town over these past many
decades.
We know from the newspaper obituary that Jesse was buried in the family plot in St Botolph’s churchyard,
but where exactly. We probably have the answer due to a re-organisation of the churchyard grounds in
and the discovery of a buried monument by the Colchester Archaeological Trust. Their notes read:
Following the removal of a shrub in the eastern part of the churchyard, the remains of a low
grave monument (F3; Fig 2 & Plate 2) were exposed. This consisted of a stone slab, which
measured 1.93 m by 1.17 m and was aligned east-west. It was set on at least two courses
of brick. On the slab were the remains of a marble kerb, which measured 1.62 m by 0.8 m.
Within the kerb were several loose gravestone fragments, which were not in their original
positions and were placed flat. One of these was a weathered headstone which read:
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‘TO THE MEMORY OF
MARY THE WIFE OF
CAPT JESSE JONES
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE
THE [?] DAY OF AUGUST 18[52]
AGED [61] YEARS
SINCERELY LAMENTED’
This monument, in pitiful condition at that time, has since been consolidated and the headstone
incorporated into the plinth.

Colchester Library has a collection of handwritten books of monumental inscriptions that were transcribed
around 1890 and which, because of the lack of acid rain and general weather deterioration of the
gravestones that has occurred over more than a century, gives the modern day researcher very useful
additional information about deceased persons. In this case, we were able to determine the following
details of Jesse Jones’ family monument as follows:

In memory of
William youngest son of
Capt. Jesse Jones
And Mary his wife
Who died 29th March 1847
Aged 13 years & 6 months.
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To the memory of
Mary the wife of
Capt. Jesse Jones.
Who departed her life
The 14th day of August 1852
Aged 61 Years
Sincerely lamented

In affectionate remembrance of
Jesse Jones, late Captain
And Adjutant of the East Essex Militia
Who departed this life Novr 20 1868
Aged 81 years.
Peace to his memory.
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In his will, Jesse Jones described himself as ‘late of Abberton, Gentleman’. His effects were under £3000,
and he had no leaseholds. His executors were his widow Rebecca and his son-in-law Alfred John Prior. As
well as several cash bequests, to his wife he left his Barrosa medal, perhaps a measure of his pride in the
item. To his daughter Caroline Prior he left his Waterloo medal. He mentioned that he had heard no tidings
of his son Frederick Thomas Jones and that the money bequest would remain open for two years. To his
son Jesse Luke Jones he left his gold watch and chain. In a codicil he disinherited his sons George Jesse
Jones and Frederick Thomas Jones. We can only surmise that the former because of his bad behaviour
(numerous newspaper reported court appearances bear that out) and the latter due to his long absence.
Had he gone to seek his fortune in Australia?
This is an example of the medals that Jesse Jones would have received.
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Note the reference to Jesse Jones’ residences in North Hill, Military Road and Old Heath Road. The Old
Heath buildings no longer exist, but we can see them on the following map. The bullet passed, at a later
date, to Mr Asher Prior, according to a newspaper clip, dated 2nd September 1899, which follows here.
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This newscutting from the local press dated 26th October 1889 reports the death of Henry Jones, one of
Jesse’s sons. It gives further snippets of information about his father’s life.
Also shown is an announcement of the death of
Jesse’s daughter Caroline, published in the local
press on 2nd September 1899, which also mentions
Jesse Jones.
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On the 18th June 1815, 200 years after the Battle of Waterloo, the Colchester Remembrancer, members of
the Jones family, civic dignitaries and other interested persons, gathered at a refurbished Jesse Jones’
grave in St Botolph’s graveyard.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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JOSEPH PUDNEY (1790 – 1881)
We first found Joseph Pudney and his Waterloo connection from a newspaper article dated 1876 where
our man had appeared in court over an incident where he had landed a punch on a boy who had been one
of a group that had been regularly teasing our man and his dog. At that time he was so deaf that he could
barely understand the proceedings. From there we find him in census records, where in 1841 he was an
agricultural labourer living in Stanway with his wife Hannah and five children. By 1851 he was with his wife
and three children in Stanway, described as a pensioner and as being born in Fordham, also with the note
that he was deaf. By 1861, he was with his second wife Mary Ann, a laundress, he described as being a
Chelsea Pensioner. By 1871 he was living at High Road, Stanway, with his wife and he described as an
annuitant. By 1881, he was living at High Road, Bacon End, with his wife and he described as an army
pensioner aged 91 years. A few months later, in 1881, he died and an appeal was made to help his widow.
He was buried in Stanway and a newspaper article below described the funeral proceedings. He was clearly
a highly thought of man.

The church records show that Joseph Pudney, husband, was, ‘war pensioner late 73rd Foot, fought at
Waterloo, Union House, but not as a pauper’, buried 29th November 1882, aged 91 years, R H Hill.
According to the Chelsea pension records, Joseph was in the Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) - 42nd &
73rd Foot (as was John Leus/Louis later shown. Did they know each other and were they both at Waterloo
together?).
During Napoleon's final campaign of 1815 both the 42nd and the 73rd which were to become respectively
the 1st and 2nd Battalions of The Black Watch played significant parts. They were first in action together at
Quatre Bras on the 16th of June where they were hard pressed by French cavalry. Mistaking them for allies
the 42nd had not time to form a defensive square and had a tough fight repulsing them. Two days later at
the Battle of Waterloo it was the 73rd which was in the thickest of the fighting and subject to heavy losses
from the French cannon.
Picture – The Black Watch at Bay – 16th June 1815
15
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HENRY JOHNSTON (1792 - 1856)
In Fordham churchyard there are head and foot stones to the memory of Henry Johnston. He was a Private
in the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd Regiment of Foot Guards that defended the Hougoumont Farmhouse, the
first place Napoleon attacked that morning. Accounts tell us they held out all day until the end of the
battle. It was said that their brave defence swung the battle in favour of the Allied forces. Afterwards he
was hospitalised with ear trouble, for three months in Ostend and in London for seven months. He became
a Chelsea out-pensioner and lived in Fordham for a further 41 years, being buried in Fordham churchyard
on 16th March 1856, aged 64. Census records tell us that, in 1841, he was living ‘Nr Lower Hill’ as an
agricultural labourer, with his wife Mary and seven children. In 1851 he was still in Fordham with his wife
and two sons, with the additional information that he was born in Aldham and she was born in Fordham.
Sadly, little more is known of him, but surely, his close Fordham connection with Joseph Pudney must
suggest that the two men knew each other - and perhaps planned to join the army together.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Scots_Guards_(1805%E2%80%931913)

In March 1815, 'Boney' returned to France from his exile in Elba eventually retaking France from
Louis XVIII. The 2nd Battalion, 3rd Foot Guards, who were stationed in what is present-day Belgium,
took part in, on the 18 June, one of the most famous battles in history, Waterloo. The battalion,
was part of the two battalion 2nd Guards Brigade, under the command of Major-General Sir John
Byng, the other battalion being the 2nd Battalion of the Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards. The
3rd Foot Guards were positioned on the ridge just behind Hougoumont Farm, while the light
companies of the two battalions, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel James Macdonnell,
garrisoned the Farm, a place, on the right flank of the British and Allied army, that would be a key
position during the battle.
Just after 11:00am, the battle commenced, with a French division, under the command of Prince
Jérôme Bonaparte, beginning the assault on Hougoumont, with the Farm coming under heavy
artillery fire. The French assaulted the farm, but the Guards' stout defense repulsed the first French
attack. A second attack happened, and during that attack, the French attempted to push through
the main gate. Despite the gallant efforts of the British Guardsmen to shut it, a few dozen French
troops broke through before the Guardsmen managed to shut the main gate once more. What
followed was a fierce hand-to-hand fight between the Guardsmen and French, until eventually all
the French, minus a drummer boy who was spared by the Guardsmen, were killed.
The third attack came from the east of the farm, at the orchard. A few companies of the 3rd Guards
subsequently confronted the French troops and, after some hard fighting, drove them from the
orchard and back into the woods. The fourth attack soon came, this time with the use of a
fearsome howitzer, and thus, the Grenadier Company of the 3rd Guards was sent into the woods to
destroy the howitzer, but were faced with a superior French force and were forced out of the
woods. The 3rd Guards were then sent to repulse the French from the orchard which they duly did,
driving the French back into the woods once more.
Further attacks occurred on the farm, and the gallant defenders never wilted in the face of such
French attacks, and held the farm against all odds, even when the farm was set ablaze by howitzer
fire, the defenders still repulsed all French attacks. The elite Guards had proven their
professionalism and valour once more in the field, and contributed greatly to the British and Allied
victory at Waterloo, gaining the praise of the Duke of Wellington in the process. The defenders of
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Hougoumont suffered over 1,000 men killed or wounded during the Battle for Hougoumont, with
the 3rd Guards suffering well over 200 men killed or wounded; while the French suffered many
thousands of casualties in their numerous attempts to capture the farm. Napoleon was defeated
and as before, he was exiled, this time to the British territory of St. Helena, where he would remain
until his death in 1821.
The 2nd Battalion then joined the Army of Occupation in France where they would remain until
1816 when they returned home to the UK. In 1824, both battalions of the 3rd Foot Guards
deployed to Dublin, Ireland, and in 1826, the 2nd Battalion deployed to Portugal until returning
home in 1828. Also in 1826, the 1st Battalion deployed to Manchester during troubles there. In
1830, William IV ascended to the throne, and the following year gave the regiment a new name,
the Scots Fusilier Guards.
Waterloo Medal Rolls - 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards

1851 census extract
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In Fordham parish church’s graveyard stands an ornate topped headstone with angel and footstone with
an inscription that reads as follows:

Underneath
rest the remains of
HENRY JOHNSTON
served in the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd
Regiment of the Guards and fought at the great
battle of Waterloo on the 18(--) of June 1815
after which he lived in this his native village
to enjoy the blessings of peace 41 years
and died March 9th 1856
aged 64 years
Reader
fight the good fight of faith
lay hold eternal life
Tim VI Ch 15 V
This stone is erected as a means
of affection by his son
HENRY JOHNSON
Footstone: H J / 1856 /

(Research shows Henry served in the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd Regiment of the Coldstream Guards and
fought at the great battle of Waterloo on the 18th of June 1815. The inscription is not clear and some of the
transcription information appears to be wrong.)
-----------------------------------------------19

PENSIONS
In 1874, following concerns about the poverty that often existed in a soldier’s old age, a pension of a
maximum 1s 6d a day was awarded. However, this did not extend to their widows, who were often placed
in a very difficult situation after the death of their husband.

OTHER POSSIBLE COLCHESTER MEN AT WATERLOO
Here follows a list of 16 men whose ages range from 1788 to 1797 and who all have a Colchester
connection. This information is taken from the National Archive but it does not tell us, if and who might
have fought at the Battle of Waterloo.
First name(s)

Last name

Birth year

Birth parish

Regiment

Series

John

Adams

1790

Colchester

Devonshire
Regiment 11th Foot

WO121

WILLIAM

ALLENFORD

1789

Lincolnshire
Regiment 10th Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

COLCHESTER

Worcestershire
Regiment 29th & 36th
Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

COLCHESTER

JOHN

BROWN

1790

John

Brown

1789

Colchester

Royal Regiment
of Veterans

WO121

John

Brown

1791

Colchester

36th Foot, 3rd
R V Batt

WO121
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GEORGE

CHURCHAM

1794

COLCHESTER

WILLIAM

KNOWLES

1797

COLCHESTER

WILLIAM

LEE

1788

COLCHESTER

JOHN

LEUS

1791

COLCHESTER

Black Watch
(Royal
Highlanders) 42nd & 73rd
Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

GEORGE

PARKER

1793

COLCHESTER

Royal Artillery

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

JOHN

RUTTER

1789

COLCHESTER

Princess of
Wales's Own
(Yorkshire
Regiment) 19th Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

WILLIAM

SCOTT

1788

COLCHESTER

Light Dragoons
- 13th

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

JAMES

TOTTERDILLE

1797

COLCHESTER

21

Royal Sussex
Regiment 35th & 107th
Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

Royal Staff
Corps

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913
chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

chelsea
pensioners
british army

service records
1760-1913
JOHN

BAKER

JOHN

BALL

1790

FORDHAM

Royal Regiment
of Veterans

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records

PUDNEY

1791

FORDHAM

Black Watch
(Royal
Highlanders) 42nd & 73rd
Foot

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

JOSEPH

COLCHESTER

chelsea
pensioners
british army
service records
1760-1913

NB Henry Johnston (or Johnson) does not appear in these computer lists, although he must appear
somewhere. He is certainly acknowledged in original records.
We have cross checked all of these to try to establish whether any were present at the Battle of Waterloo
but with no conclusive evidence. However, five names were shown on the Waterloo Medal roll, although
we cannot tell whether they are Colchester or Fordham men.
William Knowles – killed at Waterloo
John Leus (a John Louis was at Waterloo)
William Scott
John Baker
John Ball
We know of only three Colchester men who were present at the Battle of Waterloo. Further research is
needed with the regimental museums, locating graves and medals
Finally, Colchester has a borough councillor whose ancestor also fought at Waterloo, but on the French
side. We are therefore delighted to be able to include details of Nicolas Driart, 1782 to 1853, great great
great grandfather to Councillor Theresa Higgins, Mayor of Colchester for 2015 to 2016 and therefore a
particularly appropriate year of office for her. We show the details of Nicolas Driart below and thank
Councillor Higgins for providing this information about another hero of Waterloo.
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